Making the News This Week
Norma V. Cantu, a native of Brownsville, Texas, is named
director of Education Programs for the Mexican American Legal
Defense & Education Fund. She'll move from the San Antonio office
to MALDEF's San Francisco headquarters to assume her new
post... New York Rep. Robert Garcia hails House Speaker Thomas
P. O'Neill at a packed Washington press conference for derailing
the Simpson-Mazzoli Immigration Bill. Says Garcia, "He stood up
not only for Hispanics but for all minorities in this nation with his
action."... San Antonio Archbishop Patricio Flores meets with Pope
John Paul II along with 52 others at an international meeting in
Rome on the church in Latin America... Sylvia Cedillo, Javier
Jasso and Lesley M. Richardson - all freshmen at Boise State
University - win $1,000 scholarships from the Idaho Migrant

Council... Guadalupe Salinas, originally from McAllen, Texas, is.
appointed state district judge for the 339th District Criminal Court
in Houston by Gov. Mark White. Salinas, 35, was with the U.S.
Attorney's Office and once acted as Attorney General Benjamin R.
Civiletti's special assistant for Hisp~nic affairs... League of United
Latin American Citizens President Mario Obledo honored at a
reception hosted by Washington, D.C., Mayor Marion Barry.
Surprise guests Federico Pena, Denver's first Hispanic mayor, and
Colorado State Senator Polly Baca Barragan also recognized at
the capital city reception... Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day
O'Connor and California State Supreme Court Justice Cruz Reynoso deliver keynote addresses at the Hispanic National Bar
Association Convention... and Una Alvarez, a 16-year-old from
Douglas, Ariz., takes first in the speech competition of the Arizona
United Teenager American Pageant in Phoenix. Hertheme: "America,
My Country"...

Three legal actions taken by Hispanic legal level. The dismal transfer rate (transfers to the
advocacy groups in recent weeks could bring University of California declined 30% in the
major changes in the areas of voting rights and 1970s) is caused by inadequate counseling,
education for Hispanics living in New York and substandard preparation by community colCalifornia. They could also set precedents for leges and poor coordination among 2- and
Latinos nationwide seeking equal access to 4-year schools about transferring community
scholastic and political opportunities.
college credits.
That's the view in a petition for rulemaking
The Puerto Rican Legal Defense & Education filed by the Mexican American Legal Defense &
Fund filed a suit Oct. 3 in U.S. District Court Education Fund and Public Advocates Inc. with
challenging new procedures for the Area Policy the state's top three educational institutions:
Board elections scheduled Nov. 30 in New York the California Community Colleges, California
City. The suit asks the court to stop the elec- State Universities and University of California.
tions and review the possible discriminatory im- The petition says the three bodies disregard
pact of the changes.
state laws requiring colleges to provide for
The Area Policy Boards are bodies composed transfer student needs and urges them to imof appointed and elected officials which con- prove their services.
trol $15 million of anti-poverty money throughA petition for rulemaking is not a civil suit but
out the city. The board elections-held sepa- a request asking an agency to act on a specific
rately from general elections-are conducted problem. MALDEF and Public Advocates say a
by the city's Community Development Agency. law suit is still possible if the petition is unsucProof of residency in one of 26 designated city cessful.
areas is the only requirement for voter eligibility.
In 1981 Hispanics and blacks averaged only
Procedures established for this election have 6% of the community college transfers to the
reduced the number of districts, or subunits, University of California and 7.4% of transfers to
from which board members are elected. This state schools even though they made up 27%
discriminates against blacks and Hispanics be- of the community college population. Last year
cause it increases competition for board seats,
says PRLDEF President Jack John Olivero. He
adds that a proposal to switch to at-large voting
in the future is also discriminatory.
A recently released follow-up to a 197-9 study
PRLDEF's suit argues that the city did not on hiring practices in Michigan state governpreclear the new election rules with the U.S. ment shows that no progress has been made in
Justice Department as required by the Voting Hispanic hiring in four years.
Rights Act.
Hispanics remain underrepresented in 14 of
21 state departments-the same 14 which
About 80% of California's Hispanic and showed underrepresentation in 1979, says John
black college students attend 2-year schools, Roy Castillo, acting director of the Commission
but few successfully transfer to the university on Spanish-Speaking Affairs. Castillo, testifying before the state's Equal Employment and
Business Opportunity Council, urged the state
Denver-based Rocky Mountain SER won this "not to forget affirmative action for Hispanics."
Elsewhere, Lt. Gov. Martha Griffiths issued a
month a $700,000 grant from the Department of
Labor to provide employment services for mi- memorandum reminding all state department
grant and seasonal farm workers. The grant will and agency heads that Michigan law requires
allow SER to expand from four branch offices them to report all minority business expendito nine, SER Executive Director Charles Tafoya tures by ethnic breakdown. She acted after the
lOid l.a Cucaracha, an English-language cG,~rnissicr: ::harg'Old state departments were
r.ot complying with the law.
monthly magazine published out of Pueblo.

MICHIGAN HIRING LAG

COLORADO GRANT

Imperial Valley Community College, which is
65% Latino, transferred only five Hispanic students. Los Angeles Southwest Community College, 97% black, transferred four students to
the University of California that same year.
In 1981 Hispanics comprised 10% of all community college transfers in California.
In a related case, PRLDEF filed suit this
month against the New York Law School charging that the private institution has no policies
to retain minority students. The suit notes that
although the school recruits Hispanics, it does
little to ensure they do not flunk out. Similar
suits against other schools may follow.

S.F. BILINGUAL BALLOT
BATTLE TAKING SHAPE
San Francisco Mayor Dianne Feinstein and
Assembly Speaker Willie Brown have joined a'
growing number of California officials opposing Proposition 0, the San Francisco initiative
which urges Congress to eliminate bilingual
ballot provisions from the Voting Rights Act.
The No on 0 Committee has a modest fundraising goal for its campaign-$15,OOO-but is
tagging along with several local politicians preparing for the Nov. 8 election. Feinstein has
allowed the committee to operate out of her reelection campaign headquarters.
No on 0 spokesman Ralph Hurtado notes
that most candidates, such as Feinstein, are
running unopposed and that a large voter turnout is not expected. Conservative propositions
have better chances during such elections, he
says.
The initiative was introduced by Quentin
Kopp, a conservative San Francisco supervisor
who has said that he'll take his anti-bilingual
successful in
ballot campaign nationwide if
the bay city. Kopp obtained 12,000 signatures
to put the initiative on the ballot.
San Francisco uses about 35,000 bilingual
ballots, says Hurtado. Most are in Chinese but
many Spanish-language ballots are being used
by the city's growing Central American population.

Sin pelos en la lengua
INSULTS, ANYONE? Jim Watt's act was a kiddie show compared to
what's been served to us since. After he shuffled back to the ranch,
we've had "wet backs" in Des Moines, "greasy Mexicans" in EI Paso,
and a prominent senator ranting bull
, horse
, and
chicken
, at LULAC executive director Arnoldo Torres in a
congressional hallway.
Pobre Mike Fermindez, press secretary for presidential aspirant Fritz
Hollings, being placed in the position of having to defend his senatorboss' crass comment that Alan Cranston used "wet backs from California" to help him in his Iowa campaign.
Fernandez tried to explain to Washington Times columnist Tom Diaz
that the term really had nothing to do with Mexican Americans: "(Hollings) was looking at the term as someone who crosses the border illegally ... His main focus in that whole thing was the fact that Mondale
and Cranston were busing people across state lines .....
Better he should have borrowed Ron Ziegler's fine Watergate stanza
that "our previous statement is no longer operative."
During a Tucson, Ariz., concert, Joe Elliott, lead singer for the British

rock band Def Leppard, told his young, heavily Chicano audience that
EI Paso, Texas, was "that place with all the greasy Mexicans," a remark
which he later passed off as "playful chitchat."
After a storm of protest, he apologized: "I'm not a Mexican American.
I do not live in EI Paso, so I don't really understand what is and what is
not a good or bad thing to say ... "
When in doubt ...
Then there's the explosion on Capitol Hill. Feisty as LULAC's Tones
can be when arguing issues, he is a non-drinker, non-smoker, noncusser. The senator, who shall remain nameless, had just learned that
his immigration bill was about to be derailed-and he apparently blamed Torres, LULAC, and other Hispanics who did some heavy, effective
lobbying on the Hill last month. He has yet to understand why
hispanoamericanos do not consider Simpson-Mazzoli synonymous
with immigration reform. (Simpson-Mauoli-that's a clue for you.)
But the White House action to take William Clark from his on-th&job
training assignment as national security affairs advisor and appoint
him Secretary of Interior makes no sense, politically or otherwise. Congressman Manuel Lujlln was so right in every respect Time is running
out for President Reagan to make that Hispanic Cabinet appointment
the Republicans need for '84. Does he have another candidate and
another spot in mind?
-Kay Barbaro

OHIO COMMISSION

TEXAS POLICE PACT

JOB BIAS CHARGED

Raul Vega was selected Oct. 5 to succeed
Andre Guerrero as executive director of the
Ohio Commission on Spanish-Speaking Affairs. Vega, who is expected to begin work in
November, served for four years as executive
director of the Spanish American Committee of
Cleveland, perhaps the state's largest and
best-known Hispanic community organization.
The commission, founded in 1978, is one of
the older Hispanic commissions in the Midwest. Its chairman is Arril Bruun, director of the
Office of Social Action and World Peace for the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Ohio has 250,000
Hispanics.

Texas Hispanic leaders have called for a congressional investigation into an agreement between the U.S. Justice Department and Highland Park Police Department that erases past
police abuses against blacks and Hispanics.
The Justice Department dropped a 2-year
probe of the police after they promised not to
stop, detain or arrest blacks or Hispanics without cause. Highland Park is a wealthy town of
8,900 located within the Dallas city limits.

A group of prominent San Diego Hispanics,
led by the Chicano Executive Council and Chicano Federation Executive Director Mateo R.
Camarillo, has charged that San Diego County
is deliberately eliminating Hispanics from top
management positions in county government.
Camarillo says Hispanics are concerned
about the recent demotion or departure of 14
Hispanics from executive or senior management. He says no Latinos have been hired as replacements and that only three Hispanics remain in executive positions. Some departments, he adds, show "open hostility toward
Hispanics."
The group, which plans meetings with all five
county supervisors, warns that it may take
legal action against the alleged discrimination.
Since 1977, the California county has been
under U.S. District Court order to hire more
Hispanics.

LEGAL AID NOMINEES
Two Hispanics are among President
Reagan's 11 nominees for the board of directors of the Legal Services Corp. Reagan announced Oct. 7 the nominations of Henry
Chavira, 47, a sales representative from EI
Paso, and Pepe J. Mendez, 38, a Denver lawyer.
The nominations came shortly after Legal
Services proposed tougher eligibility criteria for
potential clients and rules to eliminate the practice of advocacy groups hiring legal aid attorneys. The Legal Services Corp. is a quasiofficial agency which provides free legal assistance to the poor.
.Reagan has tried unsuccessfully three times
to have Congress cut all funding for the corporation. Its current budget is $241 million, down
25% from its 1981 budget. It has requested $257
million for fiscal 1984.

IVY LEAGUE LATINOS
About 100 Hispanic students, recruiters and
admissions officers from Ivy League schools
met at Yale Oct. 14-15 to plan recruitment
drives to bring more Hispanics from the Southwest to East Coast universities. The participants came from Princeton, Columbia, Cornell,
Yale, Harvard, MIT, Boston University and the
University of Pennsylvania.
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DEACONS ORGANIZE
A 16-member committee of deacons from
across the country is working on the formation
of a National Hispanic Deacons Association,
reports the Hispanic Secretariat of the U.S.
Catholic Cc ference.
The committee was created after a Hispanic
Deacons Conference in San Antonio attracted
54 persons from 14 states and Puerto Rico last
May. Beneito Serenil, director of Hispanic ministries for the Seattle Archdiocese, heads the
committee. A second conference for Hispanic
deacons has been set for May 3-4, 1984, at the
Mexican American Cultural Center in San
Antonio.

PUERTO RICO UPDATE
Unless Congress grants Puerto Rico another
extension for the government check system
which replaced the food stamp program on the
island-commonwealth last year, Puerto Rico
will have to go back to food stamps by Jan. 1,
1984. Since 1982, eligible Puerto Ricans have received government checks, which they can
cash, instead of food stamps.
Puerto Rico Governor Carlos Romero-Barcel6
lobbied for the extension during the first week
of October in Washington with Texas Rep. Kika
de la Garza, chair of the House Agriculture
Committee, and other congressmen. He said at
an Oct. 6 press conference that chances of an
extension are good in the House but that "up to
now, the opportunities in the Senate are more
negative than positive."

'WETBAC K' SLI P
When he called some California supporters
of rival presidential hopeful Sen. Alan Cranston
"wetbacks," he meant no insult to Mexican
Americans, Sen. Ernest Hollings (D-S.C.) explained Oct. 12.
After running last in the Iowa Democratic
straw poll this month, Hollings used the term to
refer to Californians supporting Cranston who
had "crossed state lines" to attend a candidate
dinner in Des Moines, explained Hollings' press
secretary Mike Fernandez.

IDAHO MERCADO
The Idaho Migrant Council has received a
$948,000 grant from the Commerce Department's Economic Development Administration
to build EI Mercado, a 20,OOO-square-foot
marketplace in Caldwell, a city of 17,000 27
miles west of Boise. Council Executive Director
Humberto Fuentes says the remaining costs of
the $1.5 million project will be financed through
a local bank.
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TH E GOOD NEWS
ACE FELLOWSHIPS: The American Council on Education offers
year-long internships in higher education administration for faculty
members and junior administrators. For information contact ACE
Fellows Program in Academic Administration, American Council on
Education, One Dupont Circle, Washington, D.C. 20036 (202)
833-4764. Deadline is Nov. 15.
HEALTH: The American Psychological Assn. is compiling a Directory of Hispanic Women Psychologists and is looking for names
to include in it. If you have a possible entry, contact Hortensia
Amaro, 122 Holland St. # 3, Somerville, Mass. 02144 (617) 6288613.
NATIONAL DIRECTORY: The Congressional Hispanic Caucus is
working on a second edition of its "National Directory of Hispanic
Elected Officials" and expects to complete the project by the end of
the year. The directory will include demographic information on the
Hispanic population.
LATINA RESEARCH: Applications for the Sally Butler Fund for
Latina Research are being accepted through January. For women
in pre-doctoral or advanced research. Contact: Business and
Professional Women's Foundation, 2012 Mass. Ave. NW, Washington, D.C. 20036 (202) 293-1200.
GROW WITH LATINO: Denver-based "Latino" magazine, the official organ of LULAC, has hit 125,000 circulation-and it's looking for
someone to coordinate its editorial and marketing efforts. Check
"Corporate Classified."
WOMEN'S COUNSELING: Boston University is looking for
Hispanas for its master's program in counseling women. Contact:
Oliva M. Espin or Eileen Nickerson, 605 Commonwealth Ave.
Boston University, Boston, Mass. 02215.
CALIFORNIA FELLOWSHIP: Nine-month fellowships are available to work on personal or committee staffs in the California
State Senate. Stipend is $1 ,250 a month. For college students as
well as those with advanced degrees or in mid-career. Contact:
Senate Fellowship Program, State Capitol Room 409, Sacramento,
Calif. 95814 (916) 324-5927.

CORPORATE CLASSIFIEDS
PERSONNEL MANAGERS: Let Hispanic Link help you in your
search for Qualified executives and professionals. Through December
1983 - as the Weekly Report builds circulation during its first four
months of publication - we will run your "positions available" listings
FREE of any charge. Ads may be phoned or mailed to Hispanic Link
Corporate Classified, 1420 N S1. NW., Washington, D.C. 20005.
Telephone: (202) 234-0737. Ad copy received by Friday will be carried,
space permitting, in the Weekly Report edition mailed to subscribers
the following Friday.

CHIEF, Hispanic Division, Library of Con·
gress. Responsible for overall administration
of the division. Master's in library science or
Latin American, Spanish or Portuguese
studies. Specialized research expo in Hispanic
studies. Salary: $48,553-$63,115. Submit
Standard Form 171 to Library of Congress,
Employment office, James Madison Building,
Room LM 107, Wash., D.C. 20540. (202)
287·5627. Closing date: Oct. 28.
THE CONCILIO for the Spanish Speaking in
Washington is looking for resumes to store in
its iob bank. Contact: Katalina Montero,
Empioyment Project, Concilio for the Spanish
Speaking, 107 Cherry St., Suite 210, Seattle,
Wash. 98104 (206) 447-4891.
AUDITOR, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration. Need B.A. in accounting or
comparable experience. Would serve on audit
team at NASA's Washington headquarters or
in Greenbelt, Md. Send Standard Form 171 to
Karen Sisselberger, Code W, NASA, 400 Mary·
land Ave., SW, Wash., D.C. 20546 (202)
453·1242. (Announcement No. HQ-IG-83-27.)
Closing date: Oct. 20.

LEGISLATIVE ATTORNEY, office of general
counsel at Corp. for Public Broadcasting.
Analyze and track legislation. Salary: $39,565$56,930. Contact: Corp. for Public Broadcasting, 111116th St. NW, Wash., D.C. 20036. Attn:
M. M. Collins/LA. Closing date: Nov. 4.

PICADILLO

Calendar

PERSONNEL ASSISTANT for a computerized personnel system at a Gannett newspaper in White Plains, N.Y., area. Establish a
computerized personnel information system.
Design and run management reports. 3 yrs.
expo Contact: Vivyen J. Ray, Gannett Co., lincoln Tower, Rochester, N.Y. 14604 (716)
546-8600.
TV NEWS PHOTOGRAPHER, KPNX-TV in
Phoenix. Exp. in shooting 'A· video tape for
TV news. Creative eye and photographic
sensitivity. Contact: Vivyen J. Ray, Gannett
Co., Lincoln Tower, Rochester, N.Y. 14604
(716) 546-8600.
STAFF ATTORNEY, Corp. for Public Broadcasting. 3-5 yrs. expo Salary: $36,389-$52,366.
Contact: Corp. for Public Broadcasting, 1111
16th St. NW, Wash., D.C. 20038. Attn: M. M.
Collins/SA17. Closing date: Nov. 4.
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR tenure track position in architecture. Advanced work in historic
preservation. Contact: Secretary, Faculty
Search Committee, Dept. of Architecture, University of California, Berkeley, Calif. 94720.
Closing date: Nov. 23.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, Latino magazine.
Prefer candidate with experience in both
journalism and marketing. Salary: $18,000
plus benefits. Deadline: Nov. 1. Contact: Leo
Cardenas, 125 S. Kalamath St., Denver, Colo.
80223. Phone: (303) 698-1440.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL
WORKERS CONFERENCE

History brief: On October 17, 1898, the gov- Washington, D.C. Nov. 19-22
ernment of Puerto Rico was officially trans- Lucy Sanchez (301) 565-0333
ferred from Spain to the United States, after the
Marines invaded the island in July and defeated
CONFERENCESPOTUGHT
Spain in the Spanish American War. Oct. 20 is
THIS WEEK
Revolution Day in Guatemala.
Fall brings several education-related conferLATIN AMERICAN BOOK FAIR
ences, beginning with the Midwest Regionai
COMING SOON
TESOL Conference in Minneapolis (see This
Washington, D.C. Oct. 17-19
Week, above) and the state conference of
Last three days of fair activities include panels IMMIGRATION LAW SEMINAR
Texas Teachers of English to Speakers of Other
on the presence of Per6n in Argentina, of Washington, D.C. Oct. 27-28
Spain through the Hispanic world, and a Georgetown University Law Center/CLE Languages (TEXTESOL) to be held in EI Paso
Nov. 4-5. Contact Betty Jaraba, (915) 584-4023.
discussion on Central American and Caribbean Division.
The Washington D.C.-based American Council
literature.
(202) 624-8229
on Education will sponsor various conferences
(202) 363-4339
this fall;. among them Legal Issues for AcaHENRY CISNEROS APPRECIATION NIGHT
demic and Student Affairs Officers, in Dallas
UNDERSTANDING INDUSTRIAL POLlCYSan Antonio Nov. 4
Oct. 25-26, and ImprOVing Quality in UnderBEYOND THE WORDS
(512) 271-0079
graduate Programs, for deans and academic ofWashington, D.C. Oct. 18-19
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF PUERTO RICAN ficers, in Hershey, Penn., Oct. 30-Nov. 2. ConA two-day seminar for senior executives sponWOMEN-11TH CONVENTION
tact ACE's Center for Leadership Development
sored by the National Foreign Trace Council
(202) 833-4780. Education, Public Policy, and
Miami Nov. 10-13
Foundation.
(202) 393-1604
the Reagan Administration is the name of a
(212) 867-5630
conference sponsored by Harvard Educational
BORICUA COLLEGE SECOND ANNUAL GALA
Review, November 21-22, in the nation's capiMIDWEST REGIONAL TESOL CONFERENCE
BENEFIT CONCERT
. tal. Contact the Bureau of National Affairs in
Minneapolis Oct. 20-23
New York Nov. 11
Washington, D.C., or call toll free (800)
For teachers of English as a second language. (212) 865-9000 x 323
424-9890.
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Arts & Entertainment
'THE WORLD IS NOT DIVIDED INTO EAST AND WEST anymore,"
says actress Alma Martinez in Under Fire. "It is divided into North
and South." Under Fire, a Lion's Gate film, will be released
nationally by Orion Oct. 21 ,and Martinez, of Zoot Suit fame, heads a
mostly Hispanic cast in this story of revolution in Nicaragua. Among
the 40-plus Spanish-surnamed actors in the cast are Nicaraguan
Rene Enriquez who plays Anastasio Somoza, Eloy Phil Casados as
a local baseball hero and Carlos Romano as a priest who helps the
Sandinistas.
The film, shot in the Mexican states of Oaxaca and Chiapas, also
lists 25 Spanish names in the production credits, including a first
assistant director and a production manager for Mexico (Jesus
Marin and Aurelio Ortiz, respectively).
QUE BARBARA: The critics are raving about the new James Bond
flick, Never Say Never Again, and actress Barbara Carrera is
frequently noted. Praised the Washington Posfs Rita Kempley:
"She's deliciously vicious as the deadly Fatima Blush who, like
a preying mantis, likes to get her man before she bites his head off."

Carrera, who early in her career created the Chiquita Banana
character for an advertising campaign, last year was presented the
Woman of the Year award by the Los Angeles Nosotros actors
organization for breaking the stereotype of the Latina. She is
featured on the cover of the current Avance maQazine.
Never Say Never Again, a Taliafilm production starring Sean
Connery, is playing nationally.
ONE LINERS: Frank Espada's traveling photo exhibit, Puerto
Rican Diaspora - Themes in the Survival of a People, opens at New
York's Museo del Barrio Oct. 21 ... An OAS-sponsored Permanent
Youth Symphony Orchestra of the Americas will be established in
Puerto Rico next year... The San Antonio Symphony is studying the
possibility of turning the Aztec Theater, an historic edifice built in
1926 with Aztec, Mixtec and Mayan motifs, into a concert hall....
Washington, D.C. - based Hispanic Institute for the Performing
Arts celebrates an anniversary Oct. 22 with a piano concert by Jose
Luis Tirado and a dance recital by Blanca E. Cortes and Ernesto
Fernandez of Ballets Contemporaneo de Puerto Rico... and, first
she made love to Ravel's Bolero in 10; now Ex-Jane Bo Derek is
coming back in a new Canon Group movie titled Bolero, playing
Spain's first female bullfighter, to be released next year...

- Antonio Mejias-Rentas

Media Report
As u.S. Hispanic publications grow in
number and audience, they are also gaining in
influence.
Classic, this spring, was the role of the New
York City Spanish·language daily EI diario/la
prensa in assuring the appointment of Dr.
Anthony Alvarado as chancellor of New York
City Schools-the nation's largest school system, with a million students and a $3.4 billion
annual budget.
EI diario literally fought City Hall, where
Mayor Ed Koch was promoting the candidacy
of Deputy Mayor Robert Wagner Jr., son of a
3·term mayor himself.
In coverage, commentary and editorials
(some Page 1; nearly all in English as well as
Spanish), EI diario focused on the candidates'
qualifications. It was instrumental in shaping
public debate to deal with experience and
proven leadership in education-eventually
causing the State Education Commission to reo
ject the mayor's choice as "unqualified."

In his eight years as superintendent of the
city's East Harlem district, career educator
Alvarado, 40, had been credited with implementing numerous innovative policies and programs motivating both students (70% black
and Hispano) and staff alike. His victory came
April 28.
More evidence:
• When Georgia's Bureau of Motor Vehicles
stopped offering driving examinations in Spanish last year (none of its 129 examiners could
speak Spanish), the establishment media de·
clined to mention the policy change, in spite of
its discrimination and safety implications. Only
Atlanta's Mundo Hispanico pursued the action
as newsworthy. Reading the Spanish·language
monthly tabloid, a local American Civil liberties Union attorney contacted editor Carol
Ruben. Both the paper and the ACLU pursued
the issue. Last month,
the Georgi '3oard of
Public Safety heard the
ACLU's arguments and
ordered the Bureau to
reinstate the Spanishlanguage exams.

• With Seattle, Washington's La Voz magazine, it was a case of courage to back up convic·
tion. For more than a year, Mexicana Airlineswith flights from Seattle to numerous Mexico
destinations, via Los Angeles-had a heavy
advertising schedule with La Voz. La Voz is published by Washington's Concilio for the Spanish Speaking.
After Mexicana contracted with the U.S. Immigration & Naturalization Service to carry Salvadoran refugees from the U.S. en route to EI
Salvador, the Concilio board voted to accept no
more ads and to drop the airline as a co·sponsor
of its annual Fiestas Patrias celebration.
As more Hispano organizations joined in a
boycott against the so-called "death flights,"
Mexicana announced Sept. 18 that it was canceling its INS arrangement.
To date, La Voz's stand has cost it about
$6,000, says publisher Ricardo Sanchez. "I be·
Iieve that Mexicana accepted our position and
may be willing to work with us again," he adds.
"We intend to give good coverage of the
airline's decision in the next edition of La Voz."

-Charlie Ericksen
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