Making the News this Week
Three Hispanas are among the 53 girls representing their states
and territories at the Girl Scouts' "Leadership Today and Tomorrow"
conference in Washington, D.C., Oct. 16-19. They are Giovanne
Turincio, of Harlingen, Texas, and Emma Cancela and Alba
Bermudez, of Caribe and Santurce Puerto Rico... Andre Guerrero
leaves his post as executive director of the Ohio Commission on
Spanish-Speaking Affairs to work on a dissertation in his native
Texas. His replacement to be named soon... Actress Carmen
Zapata of California receives the Adolph Coors Company / Mexican
and American Foundation Community Service Award... Another
beverage-based bravo, the Canadian Club Gold Bottle Award, goes
to Commodore Diego Hernandez, commander of U.S. Naval forces
in the Caribbean... Luis Bonilla, a trombonistfrom Eagle Rock High

Hispanic-owned or -operated businesses
won government contracts totaling nearly $75
million and another was recognized as one of
the nation's outstanding firms during a busy
Minority Enterprise Development Week in
Washington, D.C., Oct. 2 - 8.
The Department of Housing and Urban Development Oct 5 announced 16 projects valued
at $72 million to build housing for Hispanic
elderly in eight states. The projects, averaging
$4.5 million, will be in New York, New Jersey,
Florida, Texas, Illinois, Arizona, New Mexico
and California.
Construction will begin in about 18 months.
The 16 projects will have nearly 1,000 units.
Jaime Torres, founder and owner of JT Construction Co. in EI Paso, was named one of two
top minority-owned government contractors
of the year by President Reagan Oct. 3.
Torres and Norris L. Carson, head of a
Mississippi firm, were chosen from among
2,200 businesses taking part in the U.S. Small
Business Administration's 8 (a) government
contracts program.
Torres, 35, founded JT Construction in 1978
with $30,000. The company's gross earnings
reached $6.8 million last year. A native of EI
Paso, Torres got a B.S. degree in civil engineering
from the University of Texas at EI Paso in
1970.
At the award ceremony in the White House
East Room Reagan told an audience of 300:
"I have established a goal of $15 billion in
federal contracts and subcontracts to minority
business over the next three years."
Five Hispanic firms and a university received
awards totaling $2.7 million from the Minority
Business Development Agency to operate

MINNESOTA GRANT
The Minnesota Spanish-Speaking Affairs
Council has received a $31,000 grant from
the Dayton Hudson Foundation to develop a
statewide Hispanic leadership program. The
project hopes to expose young professionals
to public policy issues through seminars and
fellowships in government offices and private
industry, says council Executive Director Jose
H. Trejo.

SChool in California, is a member of the winning small combo at the'
26th Monterey Jazz Festival... Yolanda M. Santos of the University
of Texas at Houston named National Hispanic Scholar by the
National Hispanic Scholarship Fund... Joy D. Catalano of Fresno,
Calif., wins a silver medal from the American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants for getting the second-highest scores on the
nationwide CPA examinations... Irene G6mez-Bethke appointed
to the State Commission on Human Rights in Minnesota... Brothers
Jorge and Stewart Aguilar, 23 and 26 respectively, raise $20,000
for the Leukemia Research Society in Los Angeles with a 300-mile,
5-day run from Bakersfield to Sacramento... Leticia Ann Luna is
sworn in as the newest Municipal Court Judge in San Antonio....
FBI Special Agent Raul Salinas, originally from Alice, Texas,
recieves the Attorney General's Certificate of Award from William
French Smith.....

some of its Minority Business Development . Antonio to serve San Antonio. Project manager:
Centers. The more than 100 centers nationwide Jude Valdez.
provide assistance to minority entrepreneurs
• $310,464 to David J. Burgos & Associates
in areas such as marketing, finance, manage- Melville, N.Y., to serve the Bronx. Project
ment and bonding.
manaQer: Samuel Alvarez.
MBDA Director Victor Rivera announced 25
• $233,750 To Arturo Vasquez to serve the
awards overall. The six Hispanic firms are:
Corpus Christi area.
• $910,800 to Avante International Systems
• $158,950 to SER Jobs for Progress of
Corp. of San Antonio to serve Austin, Brownsville, Dallas to serve Beaumont, Port Arthur and
Laredo and McAllen. Project manager is Cruz Orange, Texas. Project manager: AI Salgado.
Chavira.
• $685,300 to Asociacion Productos de Puerto
Rico of San Juan to serve San Juan and
Caguas. Project manager: Francisco Pacini.
The Simpson-Mauoli immigration bill appears
• $405,900 to the University of Texas at San dead this year, a negative omen for immigration
reform - including legalization - of any nature,
this year.
House Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) O'Neill anThe National Hispanic University, based in nounced Oct. 4 that he was pulling the bill off
Oakland, Calif., signed a $61 2,500 contract the House calendar, saying that no bill would
with the U.S. Department of Education Sept. move forward next year either without a green
30 to provide technical assistance in bilingual light from the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.
education planning and curriculum development The Caucus, with 10 Democrats and 1 Reto school districts in Northern California and publican, has vehemently opposed SimpsonMazzoli.
Nevada.
Richard Fajardo, monitoring the bill for the
The project is a collaborative one with California
State Universities in Sacramento and Fresno. Mexican American Legal Defense & Education
Former Ambassador Philip Sanchez, who Fund in Washington, sees little likelihood of
serves on the university board, called the any reform emerging soon. "Congress has
contract the university's largest this year with tied legalization - an amnesty program - to
the federal government. "It's particularly im- employer sanctions, which discriminate aportant to us because it helps establish our gainst Hispanics. Without sanctions (opstatus as a major member of the higher education posed by the Caucus), there's no bill."
establishment, rather than a separatist institution," he said.

MAZZOLI BILL DEAD

HISPANIC U. AWARD

MATT GARCIA DIES

TRIO BUDGET RAISED
Members of a Senate subcommittee on
education, saying they were willing to fight
against a possible presidential veto, unanimously recommended Sept. 27 a $ 164.7 million
budget for programs for disadvantaged students.
Two weeks earlier the subcommittee had
proposed a $ 100 million budget, but lobbying
by Hispanic groups and a push from Sen.
Dennis DeConcini (D-N.M.) convinced the panel
to raise the figure five times past the Reagan
administration's recommended budget of $30
million.

Matt Garcia, an outspoken and popular Texas
attorney and state legislator, died of a massive
heart attack at his San Antonio home Oct. 2.
Garcia, 55, had a history of heart trOUble.
Often called the dean of the Bexar County
delegation to the state House of Representatives,
he was elected in 1972. He was nominated
during the final months of the Carter Adn inistration to slkceed fellow Texan Leonel Castillo
as director of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service.
He is survived by his wife, Minnie, and five
children: D:lvid, Matt III, Cecilia, Alanis and
Cynthia.

Sin pelos en la lengua
SCURRILOUS, those continuing attacks on New Mexico Governor
Toney Anaya for never staying home. Even fellow Hispano Democrat
Jerry Apodaca, the state's gov. from 1975-78, has joined the
zopiJotes. He's quoted in the Santa Fe New Mexican: "I'm not sure
I would have been very happy if Bruce King (the immediate past
governor) had attempted to organize the 'non-Hispanics' nationally."
The New York Times joined the fuss Sept. 30 with a 6-column
spread that even quoted Albuquerque Journal letters to the editor.
iYa basta! To let the governor give his side of the story, we called
his office in Santa Fe. And a pleasant voice told us, "I'm sorry, but
Governor Anaya is out of the state today." (He was in Hollywood,
Fla., addressing the AFL-CIO.) Oh, well...
MEANWHILE, back at the Rose Garden, the Hispanics were
patiently assembled, waiting for Ronald Reagan to appear and
swear in Katherine D. Ortega as Treasurer of the United States. A
Washington Times reporter nudged Link reporter Elaine Rivera,
our freckle-faced boricua, and ad-libbed: "He better not keep them
in the sun too long. He doesn't have too many of those folks on his
side.. ."
At a ceremony later the same day in observance of Minority
Enterprise Development Week, our President told the assembly of
black and brown faces: "There are hundreds of small businessmen

and women in this country who are black and Hispanic, as you well
know. Why can't the casting directors more frequently assign parts
as shop-owners and businesspeople to minorities? .. Our minority
actors should also get parts as lawyers and doctors. .. even
cowboys - there were a great many black cowboys in our history."
(, Y los vaqueros, who started it all, Senor Presidente?
VENCEREMOS: This week's winners are Ronald M6ntez and
Elizabeth Curtis of San Diego, judged grand champion pro couple
over 999 others at the New York Waldorf Astoria's 13th annual U.S.
Ballroom Championships... Martina, owned and trained by Louis
L6pez, victor in EI Paso's International Cockroach Race... The San
Antonio All-Stars slow-pitch softball team, defeating Tucson, Ariz.,
28-7, for the World-U.S. Hispanic National Championship... Paul
Padilla, L.A. Dodger assistant trainer, whose initiation of the playerof-the-game "Mr. Potatohead" award (es pelon, Pablo) coincided
with the start of the Dodgers' move from 6 1/2 games back of
Atlanta to the National League West title... And, triumphant at the
11 th annual World Championship Menudo Cookoff, staged in San
Antonio: Cecil Lankford. Un gabacho... As my mother used to say,
jque barbaro!. ..
LOSER OF THE WEEK: The East Los Angeles mugger who
grabbed Raymond Bog6rguez's wallet.
It was empty. But
Bogorquez managed to grab the mugger's wallet before he ran off.
It had $33 in it.
-Kay Barbaro

TH REE CH ICANAS ENTER TH E POLITICAL RI NG
Three Chicanas hope to join the growing
ranks of Hispanic city council members on
Nov. 8:
Celia Ballesteros may become the San Diego
City Council's first Hispana member Nov. 8 if
she can repeat her Sept. 20 primary victory
over incumbent Uvaldo Martinez. Ballesteros
took 5,138 votes and Martinez 3,690 in the
primary which eliminated a third candidate.
Ballesteros, 52, is an attorney and community activist. Martinez, 41, appointed to fill a
vacancy on the 9-member council last year, is
its lone Hispanic. Primary turnout was 18.7%,
the lowest in San Diego history.
Jo Ann Cardenas-Enos bids for incumbent
Bob Fletcher's seat on the St. Paul City Council
in Minnesota. She had 1,533 votes to Fletcher's
2,613 in the Sept. 13 primary. If elected she
would be the 7-membercouncil'sfirst Hispana
and only female member.
Cardenas-Enos has a history of local political and union work, but this is her first try for
public office. She has the endorsement of the
AFL-CIO and National Organization for Women.
She works for Women's Advocates, a shelter
for battered women and their children.
Mary Rose Wilcox has received the endorsements of several Latino legislators,
businesspeople and local officials in her race
for Phoenix City Council in Arizona. She's the

QUINTS DOING FINE
Regina, Paola, Natalia, Daniela and Alberto
Garcin, the quintuplets born in San Diego
Sept. 19, are doing fine and two of them,
rlegina and Paola, are expected to leave University Hospital in a few days, says a hospital
spokeswoman. The first quintuplets born in
San Diego, they're the children of Alberto and'
Lorenza Garcin of Guadalajara, Mexico. Thirty
doctors, nurses and technicians delivered the
babies which weighed between 3 pounds, 2,
ounces and 4 pounds.
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ORTEGA TAKES OATH

Wearing a rose-colored suit and a proud
smile, Katherine D. Ortega was sworn in as the
only Hispanic seeking one of eight newly
38th U.S. treasurer in a White House ceremony
created council district seats. Next month will
be the first time in 70 years that Phoenix does Oct. 3.
Ortega told a predominantly Hispanic crowd
not have at-large races for city council.
of about 70 in the Rose Garden that she would
A candidate for another district, Jose Ronstadt,
sign her name as Katherine Davalos Ortega
withdrew from the council race in June to
on the dollars which will bear her name. "I will
allow a black incumbent, Calvin Goode, to run
be honoring my mother as well as father," she
unopposed in a predominantly Hispanic district.
said. The bills will appear in about 10 weeks.
The attorney said he did so to diffuse media
President Reagan called the former California
predictions of black / brown confrontations.
banker a "true professional, a hard worker and
a good American." He said Ortega's familyshe was the youngest of nine children - was
"the stuff novels were made of." He added, "I
can't think of a better name to have on our
The National Hispanic Student Network, a
money than Katherine Ortega."
clearinghouse for information of interest to
She is the second Hispana to hold the post.
Hispanic students, has compiled more than
President Nixon appointed Romana Acosta
400 pages of grant, scholarship, fellowship
Banuelos treasurer in 1971.
and internship information. "The ultimate
objective of the NHSN is to impact educational
policies that affect Hispanics," adds Luben
Chico Montoya, NHSN regional representative
The Tn-State Voter Education and Registration
in Salt Lake City. For more information contact Coalition, a group of Hispanic organizations
Montoya at 1058 South Navajo St. Salt Lake from Northern Virginia, Maryland and Washington,
City, Utah 84104 (801) 581-3047.
D.C, launched a non-partisan registration effort
Oct. 1.
Beatriz Garcia, coalition spokeswoman, says
Hispanics could play an important role in
The number of Hispanic officers in the Navy future local elections. Between 1970-80, she
and Marine Corps between 198cr83 increased says, the Hispanic community in these areas
from 61 0 t0927, a62% increase, reports Navy grew 68%, well above the general population's
Commander Ramon Garcia, president of the 12% increase. Estimates put the Tri-State
Association of Naval Services Officers. Based Latino population as high as 160;000, most of
in Washington, D.C., ANSO was founded three it Central American.
years ago by then Secretary of the Navy
Edward Hidalgo to help bring Latinos into the
services' officer corps.
The Democratic National Committee's newly
Though their numbers are small, Hispanic
officers are being noticed, says Garcia. Last created Hispanic Campaign Fund, war chest
May 34 Hispanos graduated from the U.S. for Hispanics seeking state, local and federal
Naval Academy. A month later66 were sworn office, has raised $10,000 so far, and DNC
in as midshipmen forthe class of'87. He adds members are confident they will reach or pass
that more than 200 Hispanics, a record number, their goal of $50,000, reports Betty Baca,
coordinator for the fund.
are enrolled at the academy.

STUDENT NETWORK

VOTE DRIVE STARTS

LATINO OFFICERS
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THE GOOD NEWS
SCHOLARSHIPS: Scholarships are available for minority public
radio producers from the Office of Human Development at the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting. For information contact Larry
Josephson at the Radio Foundation, (212) 595-1387.
CONGRESSIONAL REPORT: The House Subcommittee on
Census and Population has copies of "Hispanic Population of the
United States- And Overview." To get one write Scott Pastrick c/o
of the subcommittee at Room 603, HOB Annex I, Washington, D.C.
20515.
FELLOWSH IPS: Applications are now available for 35 postdoctoral
fellowships for minorities sponsored by the Ford Foundation and
administered by the National Research Council. Awards will be in
behavioral and social sciences, humanities, physical and engineering sciences. Contact: Fellowship Office, National Research
Council, 2101 Constitution Ave. Washington, D.C. 20418.
BUSINESS NEWS: Free subscriptions of the Puerto Rican
Business Review may be obtained by contacting the Government
Development Bank of Puerto Rico, P.O. Box 42001 San Juan, P.R.
00940.
FREE FILMS: English - and Spanish - language films on health
are available from Core Distribution 9peration.s, 117 Sharpe Ave.
Staten Island, N.Y. 10302. For community groups, organizations,
civic, social groups, etc. Will send films anywhere in U.S. or Puerto
Rico.
LIBRARY NEWSLETTER: Reforma, the National Association of
Spanish-Speaking Librarians, will add names to its newsletter
mailing list free of charge. Contact: Reforma Newsletter, Chicano
Resource Center, California State University, Fullerton, Box 4150
FUllerton, Calif. 92634.
GOOD BOOKS: The Waterfront Press, a new company hoping to
become "the most complete central source of books" on Puerto
Rican studies, has issued a catalogue of its recent publications. For
a copy write the press at 52 Maple Ave. Maplewood, N.J. 07040.
SCIENCE ASSOCIATION: The Association for Puerto Rica'ns in
Science and Engineering, an organization formed earlier this year,
is working to build a network of Puerto Ricans in the sciences.
Contact: Sally Maria Hardy. APRSE, P.O. Box 1725, Washington,
D.C. 20013.

CORPORATE CLASSIFIEDS
PERSONNEL MANAGERS: Let Hispanic Link help you in your
search for qualified executives and professionals. Through December
1983 - as the Weekly Report builds circulation during its first four
months of publication - we will run your "positions available" listings
FREE of any charge. Ads may be phoned or mailed to Hispanic Link
Corporate Classified, 1420 N St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.
Telephone: (202) 234-0737. Ad copy received by Fridaywill be carried,
space permitting, in the Weekly Report edition mailed to subscribers
the following Friday.
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION is recruiting for the following positions: electronics engineers, salary from
$ 17,383 - $34,930; attorneys, and law clerk
trainees, $24,508 - $34,930; electronics tech'
nicians, $13,369 - $20,256. These positions
are career civil service positions located primarily in Washington, D.C, and in field locations
throughout the U.S. Send application (standard
form 171) to Federal Communications Commission Personnel Management Division, Room
208,1919 M Sl. NW, Wash., D.C. 20554.
Applicants are encouraged to also submit
OPM form 1386 (background survey questionnaire 79-2). For information call Roberta
Nava (202) 632-7106.
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR for clinical services,
La Frontera Center. Responsible for planning
and directing clinical, consultive and educational
activities. Ph.D. plus 5 yrs expo Contact:
Personnel Depl., La Frontera, 502 W. 29th SI.
Tucson, Ariz. 85713.
TRIAL ATTORNEY, Equal Employment Opportun~yCommission'sJndianapolisDistric1Office.

Would prepare and present cases for civil
litigation of discriminatory employment practiCes.
Contact EEOC, Indianapolis District Office,
Personnel Office, U.S. Courthouse. 46 East
Ohio, Room 419, Indianapolis, Ind. 46204.
Closing date: Oct. 31.

UPWARD BOUND PROGRAM at the UniversityofWashington is looking fora director,
tutorial assistants and other personnel. Contact
Office of Minority Affairs, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 98195 (206) 543-6598.
SPANISH-SPEAKING engineers with U.S.
citizenship, long-term positions available with
travel to Latin America Contact: Vicente
Villa, 1631 Primrose Rd. NW, Washington,
D.C. 20012. Phone: (202) 2~1-9353.
ASSISTANT PROFESSORSHIP, political
science tenure track position. Available fall
1984. Specialization in Europe. Contact:
Search Committee Chair, Political Science
Department University of California Riverside,
Riverside, Calif. 92521THREE TEACHERS needed to work with
migrant worker children in English, social
studies and math. Need teaching certificate
and bilingual skills. Contact Personnel Office,
Main Campus, University ofTexas at EI Paso,
EI Paso, Texas 79968 (915) 747-5202.
THEWASHINGTON BUREAU oftheSatellite
News Channel has a variety of technical
positions open: maintenance technician, supervisor of operations and technical services
and manager for operations and technical
services. Contact, Angela Baker, Group W
Satellite Communications, 1111 18th Sl. NW .
Wash., D.C. 20036 (202) 728-5300.

NATIONAL HISPANIC BAR ASSN. CONVENTION
Washington, D.C. Oct. 13-16
Gilda Gonzalez (202) 371-1555

vanston, III. 60201 no later than Oct. 31. For
further information call Paul C. Bayless, conference chairman, (317) 494-7254.

SOCIAL WORKERS
Washington, D.C. Nov. 19-22
MIDWEST REGIONAL TESOL CONFERENCE Lucy Sanchez (301) 565-0333
Minneapolis Oct. 20-23
HISPANICS IN THE CORPORATE WORLD
Wanda McCaa, 88521 st Ave. SE Minneapolis,
New York Nov. 3
Minn. 55414
Wall Street Chapter of Image
FIRST ANNUAL MALDEF AWARDS DINNER (212) 484-2636
Denver Oct. 26
Arizona Gov. Bruce Babbit keynotes
PICADILLO
(303) 893-1893
The American Association for Affirmative
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPUTER
Action, set to have a regional conference in
CONFERENCE
Chicago's American Congress Hotel Nov. 2-4,
Baltimore Oct. 30-Nov. 2
has an interesting idea for groups throwing
Data Processing Management Assn.
conventions. The AAAA is reserving tables
(312) 825-8124
near its meeting rooms to display pamphlets,
brochures, posters or other printed material
10th ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
and is inviting groups around the country to
New York City Oct. 28
send in their displays. The groups need not
International Immigrants Foundation
attend
the convention. The AAAA guarantees
Stephen Sheehan (212) 807-8555
that the material will be displayed (and that
FIRST LATIN AMERICAN BOOK FAIR
any leftovers will be disposed of after the
Washington, D.C. Oct. 12-19
conference).
The First Latin American Book Fair Assn.
Materials must reach Michael Hickman, Equal
(202) 363-4339
Opportunity Office, 720 University Place, E-

CONFERENCE SPOTLIGHT

Calendar

---------------1 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
COMING SOON
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"The Hopes and Fears of the Hispanic Immigranf' is the theme of the latest program in
the Hispanic Presence in the Delaware Valley
Series presented by Immaculata College in
Immaculata, Penn.
The program, to be led by Rev. Joseph
Fitzpatrick, S.J., of Fordham University, will be
at Alumnae Hall Oct. 18 at 4:30 p.m. For more
information contact Sister Mary Consuela at
the Center for the Teaching of the Americas,
Immaculata College, Immaculata, Penn. 19345.
"The Puerto Rican Woman: An Achiever's
Profile" is the theme for the 11 th annual
convention of the National Conference of
Puerto Rican Women to be held at the Four
Ambassadors Hotel in Miami Nov. 10-13.
Founded in 1972 in Washington, D.C., the
conference is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization seeking to attain equal rights for Puerto
Rican and other Hispanic women. For more'
information contact Conference President Gladys
E. Zeda, National Conference of Puerto Rican
Women, 927 15th St. NW Suite 91 0 Washington,
D.C. 20005 (202) 393-1604.
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Arts & Entertainment
THE EAST COAST HISPANICS IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Symposium, the last of three conducted by the National Association of Broadcasters over a 1-year period, was held in New
York City Oct. 1. Focusing on Hispanic employment, ownership and
programming opportunities, the free, all·day event attracted some
69 participants - most of whom were black or Hispanic. Panelists
included a wide range of Hispanic and non-Hispanic professionals
in the telecommunications industry.
Speaking at a luncheon panel, Congressman Robert Garcia (DN.Y.) warned the symposium audience that Senate Bill 66 - a
controversial cable industry deregulator- has "a long way to go" in
the House of Representatives.
RETURN OF THE PUMA: Last July, singing in the nationally
televised Miss Universe pageant held in St. Louis, Mo., Jose Luis
Rodriguez performed one of his most popular tunes: "A black man
with a black woman is like a night without a moon," go the lyrics in
Spanish to "Pavo real" - a song about miscegenation. This month
Rodriguez - better known in his native Venezuela as "EI puma" - is
touring the United States with a new repertoire that includes songs
in English. "EI puma" began touring in San Francisco and Los

Media Report
Radio and television stations and newspapers
along both sides of the U.S. - Mexico border
do a poor-ta-fair job covering el otro lado.
Thafs the view of half a dozen Hispano newspaper
reporters in Texas, Arizona and California who
often cover border economics, politics and
life.
Asked earlier this year by Hispanic Link to
rate both sides, they responded:

u.s.

Border Media Coverage of Mexican Side

Print:

TV:
Radio:

Excellent Good
1
1
1

Fair
4

Poor
1
5
4

Mexico Border Media Coverage of U.S. Side
Excellent Good
Print:

TV:
Radio

Fair
2

Poor
3"

3
3

3
3

Angeles and will continue in Laredo, San Antonio, Houston, Fort
Worth, Detroit, Merrillville, Ind. and New York. Next month he will
perform in Miami Beach and then on to South America.
FALL READING: Recently published books by Hispanic authors
include three novels - Reto en el paraiso, a bilingual novel by
Californian Alejandro Morales (published by Bilingual Press);
Famous All Over Town by Los Angeles-born Danny Santiago (Simon
and Schuste~; and EI vago, by Laurence Gonzales (Atheneum).
Time for Decision: The United States and Puerto Rico, edited by
Jorge Heine, just came out from North-South.
ONE LINERS: Adan Medrano, president of the San Antoniabased Hispanic Telecommunications Network, lobbied in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 27 against the repeal of the FCC finance and
syndication rules... Two Commerce Department agencies and the
FCC signed an agreement Sept. 28 to help black and Hispanic
investors in telecommunications... Lourdes Lopez is one of the
principal dancers on an Oct. 10 PBS Lincoln Center Special
honoring George Balanchine... New York's Association of Hispanic
Arts former executive director Elsa Robles is among the honorees
at the Ballet de Puerto Rico third annual dinner Oct. 14 in the Big
Apple... and, Menudo, who premiered on national prime time TV last
month on the Live and in Person NBC specials, will guest star in that
network's Silver Spoons Oct. 15...
-Antonio Mejias-Rentas

Does the U.S. border media stereotype
Mexicans?
Offered the options of always, frequently,
seldom and never, five said "frequently," one
said "always."
Does the Mexican border media stereotype
U.S. residents?
The answers were the same: five "frequently,"
one "always."
Generally, they felt residents on both sides
were interested in each other's lives and
activities, with U.S. residents a little more so
than Mexican residents.
Responding to our 2-page questionnaire,
they offered some other interesting observations:
John Gonzalez, EI Paso bureau, Dallas
Morning News, on reporting in Mexico: "Attribution to Mexican officials is often difficult...
Bribes are ahen demanded... Some topics are
taboo... 'Unfriendly' U.S. media can be locked
out of public events..."
Teresa de Soto, Nogales International, on
stereotypes: U.S. residents are portrayed by
Mexican media as "highly organized but gulli-

ble people while U.S. media "play on Gringos'
preconceived concepts. Example: that a U.S.
boy was beaten to a pulp by Mexican police
without provocation..." She adds: "Mexican
reporters 'are usually categorized as blackmailers
-chantajistas- or working for gobernacion,
although many are highly professional. The
distrust rubs off on me as a mejicana, mujer, y
posible reportera 'pocha' who understands
little."
Joe Olvera, EI Paso Herald Post: Juarez
reporters don't cover EI Paso much because
language is a problem for some of them.
Conversely, when the peso devaluation story
broke, an EI Paso busi ness reporter had to ask
what a peso was. "The Mexican media see us
as very aggressive, willing to go to any lengths
to get a story."
Ricardo Chavira, San Diego Union (he just
joined Time magazine): A common heritage
helps U.S. Latino reporters in Mexico, "but
some officials there try to play on my'Mexicanness' so I won't write negative stories."
- Charlie Ericksen
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